ACADEMIC PLANNING BY GRADE LEVEL

NINTH GRADE

Courses

· English 9

· World History II

· Interactive Math Program I

· Environmental Science

· Foreign Language – 1st year (or 2nd year if accelerated from middle school) French or Spanish 

· Tributaries – Nature, Technology, Art, Music

· Physical Education

Extracurricular

· Continue with extracurricular activities of interests from elementary and middle school, such as athletics, music, dance, art, volunteerism

· Investigate clubs on campus of interest.  

· Summer should be a time for a job, internship, volunteerism, or challenging summer school such as Junior Statesmen of America or Phillips Academy Summer Session.

· Read a variety of literature and periodicals.  Write creatively or in the form of a journal.

College Exploration and Planning

· Meet with parents, college counselors, and teachers about your ideas on college and how to achieve your goals

· Start a file on colleges of interest.  Using the college search on collegeboard.com can be extremely useful.

· Consider taking SAT subject test as soon as you are finished with a subject, not to wait until your junior or senior year.

· Begin to understand the financial aspect of college through FAFSA, scholarships, work-study, expected family contribution.

· If possible, attend a geographically local college fair.  And start to seize opportunities to visit campuses, talk to alumni, asking the questions you have of people who possess the knowledge you seek.

NOTES TO RECORD ACTIVITIES, ACCOMPLISHMENTS, PLANS, ETC:

TENTH GRADE

Courses

· English 10

· US History II

· Interactive Math Program II

· Biology

· Foreign Language – 2nd year (or 3rd year if accelerated from middle school)  Spanish

· Tributaries – Nature, Technology, Art, Music

· Physical Education

Extracurricular

· Continue with extracurricular activities of interests athletics, music, dance, art, volunteerism

· Continue a relationship with the clubs on campus.  Look to be taking on leadership roles in activities within the club.  

· Summer should be a time for a job, internship, volunteerism, or challenging summer school such as Junior Statesmen of America or Phillips Academy Summer Session.

· Read a variety of literature and periodicals.  Write creatively or in the form of a journal.

College Exploration and Planning

· Take the PLAN in fall to start to acclimate to the standardized testing process.

· Consider taking SAT subject test as soon as you are finished with a subject, not to wait until your junior or senior year.

· Continue to periodically meet with parents, college counselors, and teachers about your ideas on college and how to achieve your goals

· Continue to expand and refine a file on colleges of interest.  Using the college search on collegeboard.com can be extremely useful.

· Begin to understand the financial aspect of college through FAFSA, scholarships, work-study, expected family contribution.

· If possible, attend a geographically local college fair.  And start to seize opportunities to visit campuses, talk to alumni, asking the questions you have of people who possess the knowledge you seek.

NOTES TO RECORD ACTIVITIES, ACCOMPLISHMENTS, PLANS, ETC:

ELEVENTH GRADE

Courses

· English II

· United States History II

· Chemistry

· Interactive Math Program III

· Foreign Language – 3rd year  (or 4th year if accelerated from middle school) of Spanish

· Tributaries – Nature, Technology, Art, Music

· Physical Education

Extracurricular

· Continue with extracurricular activities of interests athletics, music, dance, art, volunteerism

· Continue a relationship with the clubs on campus.  Look to be taking on leadership roles in activities within the club.  Summer should be a time for a job, internship, volunteerism, or challenging summer school such as Junior Statesmen of America or Phillips Academy Summer Session.

· Read a variety of literature and periodicals.  Write creatively or in the form of a journal.

College Exploration and Planning

· Take the PSAT in October to further acclimate to the standardized testing process.  Use the results to guide your SAT preparation.

· Enroll in a SAT preparation course and/or use books from Princeton Review or Kaplan to take practice tests.  Prepare for at least six weeks prior to your first SAT Reasoning test in April.

· Take the SAT and ACT twice during the spring of junior year.

· Taking SAT subject test as soon as you are finished with a subject.

· Continue to periodically meet with parents, college counselors, and teachers about your ideas on college and how to achieve your goals.  Start to look at majors and career interests to help hone your college list.

· Continue to expand and refine a file on colleges of interest.  Using the college search on collegeboard.com can be extremely useful.  Become clearer about your preferences of college size, location, activities.

· Attend seminars and college advising nights regarding financial aid.

· If possible, attend a geographically local college fair.  And start to seize opportunities to visit campuses, talk to alumni, asking the questions you have of people who possess the knowledge you seek.

· Start to gather application information so you can easily fill out the basic information.  Sign up for a Common Application account, if you are applying to the colleges using the form.  Plus start to write your personal statements.  These are a crucial determining factor in the competitive admission admissions climate.

NOTES TO RECORD ACTIVITIES, ACCOMPLISHMENTS, PLANS, ETC:

TWELFTH GRADE

Courses

· English 12

· Thematic History

· Physics

· Interactive Math Program IV or Consumer Math

· Tributaries – Nature, Technology, Art, Music

· Physical Education

Extracurricular

· Continue with extracurricular activities of interests athletics, music, dance, art, volunteerism

· Continue a relationship with the clubs on campus.  Look to be taking on leadership roles in activities within the club.  

· Summer should be a time for a job to help defray the cost of college and/or travel

· Read a variety of literature and periodicals.  Write creatively or in the form of a journal.  This should never stop.

College Admissions

· Continue to dialogue with parents, college counselors, and teachers as the deluge of application season and decision time pours over you.

· Take the SAT and ACT once during the fall of senior year.

· Make sure you have taken three SAT Subject Tests by the fall of senior year.

· Narrow your list of colleges to a range of 7 to 10, include a variety of schools that are likely, possible, and reach considering your overall GPA and standardized testing scores.

· Ask for letters of recommendations within a reasonable amount of time.  As this input from the education professionals in your life holds a great weight in some applications, although they are not accepted for the UC or CSU systems.

· Revise, revise, revise your personal statements.

· Make a master calendar of deadlines and requirements for each college you are sending an application.

· Begin to apply for school, local, regional, and national scholarships that you are qualified for.

· Submit FAFSA starting on January 1.   GPA verification for Massachusetts  needs to be submitted by May 1st.

· Acceptance letters and financial aid packages should start arriving around mid-April.  Compare your available academically and financially.  Final decisions made by the beginning of May. 

NOTES TO RECORD ACTIVITIES, ACCOMPLISHMENTS, PLANS, ETC:

