Perhaps you've heard of the bo@et Out of My Life, but First Could You Drive MeGheryl to the Mall: A Par-
ent's Guide to the New Teenagey Anthony Wolf. It's a good book for parentsaafolescents, but the title alone
suggests the contradictory impulses our teenagesept to us. For Back to School Night, Mr. Wallasked his
10th grade classes to write advice to their parantsit how they communicate around academics. Whetof sup-
port do they want from us? What kind of supportlt®y not want? Here is some of what they offered:

| understand that I'm responsible, but an occasitthaw’s the homework coming?” or “What do you haiee
homework?” would help me realize that you do céreua my school work.

If I ask for help, | mean help, NOT doing it for méou do it for me, and | have no idea what to do.

I just wish my mom would stop asking if | have hamoek, or if | finished my homework. | know when fiaish
it or when to ask for help. You don’t have to ask P4/7. It stresses me out.

You're doing great with academic support. I'm gryiyou guys a thumbs up! But please try to keeptiziblean-
dle on little brothers when I'm doing homework.

Please don't yell if | don’t respond. Chances arefbcused.
My day was fine. If it wasn’t, | don’t want to tallbout it. Stop asking.

Thanks for trusting that I'll be responsible, blggse don’t say you're disappointed in me when kereamis-
take.

I need some reminding to do my homework, so conmyimoom twice in a 20 minute period. From thenwait
for me to find you for help. Also, if | say my homerk is done, then it's done. And if I'm lying, th&my problem,
not yours.

Mom, I'm independent and | know what | need tolflgou could stop asking the same questions agaid (
again), but still seem interested when | ASK fdphéat would be great.

You do perfectly just helping when | ask for ititieg me handle the work, and trusting that | do it

You're fine. Just remember that “Mt” is a GOOD geadot a bad one.

I love how direct these statements are. | think'theebeen saying these things to our faces, buesom the com-
ments seem more wise — as opposed to impertineviten they're written down. Their requests seenp
enough. They express a desire to do the right tidag we simply trust them to take care of thegibess? How do
we show them we care by checking in, but not chrecki too much? One line from the Growth

Mindset materials says that parents and teachetddstell students the truth about where the
stand in relation to their goals (or our goals)lelproviding them to tools to get there. Does i
sound like they will welcome the truth from us?iRgrs what makes situations like this “leavg
me-alone-but-help-me” complex is that we don’t rsseeily agree on where they are suppose
to be headed.

Student-led conferences are coming up this mohtwill be our first chance to discuss how
their efforts are going so far. Call the schoaséd up your appointment.Peter Garbus




The 7th graders just finished up their Mini-me adiien. They started off with writing a mini-comgten about

what personal qualities they bring to Four Rivarsswering a mini-survey, completing a mini-timelofeheir lives,
completing a learning style survey and creatingra-aiphabet of words in Spanish for each lettane@f the monu-
mental events was drawing a 1/8 sized self-porfvanvhich students had to complete very accuraasurements i
order for the pieces to fit together. Crew and wtgrade challenges along with journal reflectidse accompanied
this work.

Here are some additional student reflections asdrig#ions of the Expedition:

The most memorable part of Mini-me was doing thasmements for my Mini-me self portrait. Measunmgself
multiple times really helped to cement it in myanifynan Hewes

The candle ceremony was very sweet and emotionalibe you really saw people in a different wagltllike |
could trust everyone in that room to be nice amilko me. | loved iterrigan Walsh

The most memorable part was when we were doingpgieactivity because it took a lot of trust todise to do that
and it is very important that we trust each othHeyder Molongoski

At the candle ceremony the whole 7th grade becawigode and we realized that we needed somethimg nar
community but we also had to give something batket@ommunityAllison Grant

The most memorable experience was when we didadkaend) of ourselves. It was very challenging anddhaut
when | put my mind to it, | completed it, no prableBarnabus Yu

The seventh graders, as part of their Mini-Me exjped held a candle ceremony during which eacldestti shared &
promise that they would make to the community, #ueeh they articulated a need that had from thedrgeBelow ar¢
some examples of what they shared:
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by Ciara Hudson

What a pretty day for field work! Just days afterrkicane
Irene flooded the banks of the Green River and steted
Nim’s Tree Farm by burying the baby tree fieldd thfeet of
water and river silt, the Four Rivers eighth grag&hed onto
the scene and saved the day.

With dirt flying and feet covered in fresh mud frdhe river,
eighth graders trekked across the hot, dusty fielsieg their
hands to free baby trees from thick mud, dead resubthick
grasses. By lunch time, everyone had pitched aigar two
rows or more, and the entire field was done. Gobdejghth
grade!




The 9th grade just finished readiAgimal Farm and is beginning to focus on building expository
writing skills through an analysis of the animaikaracter traits and how they reflect aspects of hu
man nature. Shortly, students will transition iatdramatic reading dfwelfth Nightand then more
expository writing to work on strengthening orgatian, using quotes to support a thesis and liter-
ary analysis.

The 10th grade just finished reading essay excéqats Emerson and Thoreau including parts of
WaldenandNature They are moving into a more personal exploratibimtanscendentalist princi-
ples by identifying and writing personal narratieut their beliefs, researching social issues of
great importance to them and joining with histoigss to commit collective action in service of
their beliefs.

Ninth graders are transitioning into the high sdlaa in math this means they are learning some
nifty tricks on the graphing calculators. Our ckssse the TI-83 graphing calculators fairly often,
and they are an amazing tool. They can be usedeoRS$AT's, the SATs and the ACTs, as well as
one portion of the MCAS. We have also been disnggbe summer reading bookhe Man Who
Counted: A Collection of Mathematical Adventydeg Malba Tahan. Students are analyzing the
solutions to some of the problems presented inbibk and then creating similar problems to pre-
sent to their peers. In addition, students havemedmmersed in ALEKS, our web-based math
learning program, and the reviews are mainly pasitNext up, students will begin to explore dif-
ferent types of equations and how they vary.

In tenth grade math, students have adapted quich.EKS, our web-based math learning pro-
gram, and they are making great progress! OndheALEKS days of our week, students have
been learning about functions, which are really gufancier way of writing equations, some that
they are familiar with, some that they are not. ©tiey understand the basics of functions, we will
begin a unit on Sound, which will take the worldwfctions into the domain of logarithms. Stay
tuned to see what they learn!

Ms. Beardslee’s Spanish 1 students started
the year introducing themselves in Spanish,
describing what someone IS like and what
they LOOK like using all sorts of adjectives
and nouns. They studied a large scale map
of Central and South America and used this
to help them to cement the location of the
countries. Most recently, they used their

modeling skills along with the descriptive
words they have used and vocabulary re-
lated to clothing to put on a fashion show
where pairs of designers and models pre:
sented their work.




Junior English is well underway, and we’ve launcbedfirst large-scale initiative of independerddang. Students
choose their own texts from a wide variety of htieire, with the understanding that over the semdsiy’ll be read-
ing at least one book written before 1900, oneiBriliterature book, and one world literature batkniors are read-
ing everything fronThe Roady Cormac McCarthy tdhe Brothers Karamazdw Fyodor Dostoevsky. Some have
chosen to read a lot of short books, and othertaéineg their time with a few longer novels (inclog Moby Dick) In
class, they read and discuss short stories toftwakemes and author’s style, which they thenapptheir inde-
pendent texts. Their first major writing assignmisrthe creation of a “Missing Page” in their ngwehere they’ll
imitate their author’s style to produce a page toatid fit seamlessly in their text.

With application deadlines on the horizon, Fourd®s seniors are hard at work on their collegeyssSehey've read
samples from the class of 2011 to discuss criferiguality and are now in the thick of their owmitimg process.
They've recently finished creating resumes, saropler letters and professional emails. Their gigalifons had to
be accurate, but students could invent the jolwgioh they were applying. Many students delved thtorealm of
pop culture: some highlights included companiothesDoctor orDoctor Whao starship pilot orfrirefly’s Serenity,
and assistant teacher at Hogwarts School of Wigdhand Wizardry. After finishing college essagxinweek,
they’ll launch a month-long investigation on speacdl debate... useful skills no matter what thetual future ca-
reers may be.

In Spanish 3 this year, we've rddds han dado la tierrlly Juan Rulfo. This tells the story of workers iedito who
get land from the government but it is barren aseless. We talked about the situation this stasgsaand the con-
nections we can make to our lives here. We alst agzoem called "Instantes" by Jorge Luis Borgasekplains
what an old man wished he had done when he wagygounhen, using the conditional tense in Spanighwrote
about what we wished we had done and in the fuaurge, explained what we want to do in our livessiMecently,
we analyzed’he House on Mango Strdst Sandra Cisneros. The narrator lives in a snmalsh, but dreams of living
in a large, comfortable house. We then wrote diftories in the style of Cisneros describinghbmir current
dwelling and our dream.

Written by: Paul Bellino, Meaghan Burns, Forest McE and Kyle Sweeney

Principal, Peter Garbus, announced that Zoe La@awgh-Green (Shelburne Falls), Susannah C. Lowry
(Sunderland) and Emily P. Tatro (Greenfield) hagerbnamed commended students in the 2012 Natiogatl M
Scholarship Program. A Letter of Commendation ftbmschool and National Merit Scholarship Corporati
(NMSC), which conducts the program, will be presdry the principal to these scholastically taldrgeniors.

About 34,000 Commended Students throughout thematie being recognized for their exceptional acac@rom-
ise. Although they will not continue in the 2012mgetition for National Merit Scholarships, Commed@&tudents

placed among the top five percent of more tharnmiillion students who entered the 2012 competitipnaiking the

2010 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qiying Test (PSAT/NMSQT).
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Seniorsare working to research and narrow down the fiscbools to which they will apply. They’re looking

for 5—8 schools with a mix of safety, target anaate schools, as well as thinking about a “finans#ety
school.” How can you help?

Ask your child to share with you their Naviance @amd look at their list of prospective schools.

Look at the community events calendar in Focusipmoming college visits and talk with your child
about which ones might be good to attend.

Consider visiting some colleges.
Help your child sign up for any additional SAT/AG®T subject tests they might need to take.

Talk about finances and how much support you velbble to offer.

Arrange to meet with Mr. Stenson to discuss anysgoes or concerns you might have. This can be witl

or without your child!

Juniors have just completed a career interest inventocjsexhat highlighted careers that match theirinte

ests and skills. They’re using this to help thibkat internship opportunities. They are also priejgato take
the PSAT in mid-October. How can you help?

Talk with your child about the interest inventovyhat did they discover?
Do you know of opportunities that they could pursarecontacts, in an area that is of interest ¢orh
Encourage them to take the PSAT practice test édfar October 12 PSAT test date.

Start talking about college.

Look at the community events calendar for upcongioigege visits and talk with your child about which

ones might be good to attend.

If you have questions or would like to start tatkisbout the college application process, contady/sten-
son: Email: astenson@fourriverscharter.org ORefilebne: 413-775-4577
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lowing simple directions in Spanish. They usedrtkeowledge of the alphabet to create
their own alphabets, picking a word for each leded illustrating it, as a part of the Mini-
me expedition. Now they are using descriptive adjes to describe themselves and oth
These descriptive adjectives will serve them weltheey jump into using words to explain
family with the making of detailed, narrated famitges Below is an example of the al-
phabet completed by Benny Coan-Nixon.

Four River Charter Four Rivers Charter Public School
Public School is
dedicated to educat- 248 Colrain Rd., Greenfield, MA 01301

ing young people for
lives of learning and
service. The school
offers a rigorous
academic program
aligned with the
Massachusetts cur-
riculum frameworks
and an emphasis on
character develop-
ment for moral and
social responsibility.
Three central themes
— nature, technology
and community —
pervade the teaching
and learning at the
school. Four Rivers
works closely with
parents and seeks
both to serve and
learn from the many
resources of Franklin
County.
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Seventh grade Spanish students started the yeadluicing themselves in Spanish and faj-

rs.
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